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WHAT ABOUT THE ARTS?

Documentary fest qualifies as a
great chance to see films shot from
the heart
RON COWAN
October 29, 2006

Documentaries always have been the little guys at the
Oscars, which roll around again Feb. 25, airing on ABC.

That means they are the films that don't star Brad Pitt or
some gorgeous star who shows up at the Oscars in a
barely-there dress; there is no glamour there.

The other problem: Virtually no one gets to see the films
before or even after the Oscars.

Salem is positioned to break that mold, thanks to Salem
Cinema's DocuWeek event, which runs through Thursday.

The International Documentary Association is showing six films at the cinema today as part of the
qualification process, and a couple of other films also are qualifying, although booked separately by the
theater.

This is a coup for Salem, but it's also a chance to dispel some myths about documentaries.

For example, they are short, with most running around an hour, but that doesn't mean that they are film
shorthand.

The directors of "So Much So Fast," the story of a man afflicted with Lou Gehrig's disease, which attacks the
muscles and nerves of victims, spent five years tracking the man's life.

Karina Epperlein, the director of "Phoenix Dance," a look at a one-legged modern dancer, crafted a 16-
minute film and has spent more than two years shepherding it to a likely appearance at the Oscars.

A documentary like this is a work of passion, in which she tried to communicate her own experience of
watching the dancer, Homer Avila, perform.

"I thought everybody should see this," she said. "I was just on fire.

"I really wanted to reach for something that touches people the way it touched me."

At the other end of the spectrum is the rowdy, colorful and occasionally foul-mouthed "Chasing the Horizon,"
a look at a novice team of offroad racers tackling a legendary course through Baja, Mexico, with a highly
combustible group of people.

Mason Canter, who made the film with his brother Markus (both experienced racers), were trying to think
outside the box as much as Epperlein.

"We really wanted to make a film about people fulfilling their dreams," Mason said. "The whole point, and
why it's really interesting to watch these guys, (is that) life has its ups and downs. It's a real microcosm of
life."

That cuts across the spectrum of films, passions and flaws shared and revealed, just as in "Can Mr. Smith
Get to Washington Anymore?," which examines a flawed political process, or "Fisher Poets," which finds a
poetic spirit in some rough-hewn commercial fishermen.

"My passions are commercial fishing and poetry," Portland poet-fisherman Dave Densmore said. "I write on
the boat a lot.

"I usually tell my crew, 'I've been attacked by a poem.'"

Prepare to be "attacked" by some terrific documentaries. It's an opportunity you shouldn't miss.

Ron Cowan's column looks at events and people in the Oregon arts community. You can reach him at (503)
399- 6728 or rcowan@StatesmanJournal.com.

Post Comment  



OTHER ARTICLES FROM:  Thursday, November 16

Columnists
Blue? Red? How about a dash of purple?
Documentary fest qualifies as a great chance to see
films shot from the heart

Outdoors
Coho Conservation Plan public meetings set

Arts, Culture & Entertainment
Book signing accompanies exhibit
Book defines link between land, language

Editorials
Measures 46, 47 will fight political impropriety
Another View: Enron sentence

Guest Opinion & Commentaries
Q&A: Researcher finds 'fake news' as substantive as
the real thing
Sustainable spending is goal of Rainy-Day
Amendment
Key state services will suffer if Measure 48 passes

  
| Home | News | Things to Do | Notices | Shopping | Classifieds | Cars | Jobs | Real Estate | Our Services |

Copyright ©2006 StatesmanJournal.com All  rights reserved.

Use of this site indicates your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, updated June 7, 2005.
Jobs: CareerBuilder.com - Cars: cars.com - Apartments: apartments.com - Shopping: ShopLocal.com


